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Principles
· Each History level represents a clear stage in historical understanding from general understanding (Level 4) to the ability to convincingly and critically evaluate (Level 8)
· There is a ‘flight path’ across History assessment from KS3-5 allowing students to develop the skills in KS3 which will be needed for GCSE and A Level, and which ensures that there is appropriate stretch and challenge for students in KS3
· A blend of assessment will be used to prepare students for the linear curriculum in KS4-5 including:
a. Extended writing
b. Exam-based questions
c. Recall tests
d. Literacy marking
· Assessments will be formative as well as summative to allow students to improve their skills
· Sublevelling will be used as follows:
a. Top of level but not yet hitting next level
b. Securely hitting level
c. Hitting level but not fully secure
· Consistency across the department will be ensured by random work sampling schedule built into meetings to moderate work

	
	7
	8
	9

	Autumn 1
	Explain why William I won the Battle of Hastings
Extended Writing
Literacy Marking
	How far do you agree that people’s lives became better 1745-1901
Extended Writing
Literacy Marking
	To what extent were the suffragettes successful?
Extended Writing
Literacy Marking

	Autumn 2
	Describe the features of Medieval England
Recall Test
	Describe the changes to society 1745-1901
Recall Test
	Describe features of capitalism, communism and fascism
Recall Test

	Spring 1
	How powerful was Henry VIII?
Source based Assessment
	How bad was the slave trade?
Source based Assessment
	How bad was life on the Home Front?
Source based Assessment

	Spring 2
	Explain why there was a Civil War in 1642
Extended Writing
Literacy Marking
	Describe the features of the British Empire
Recall Test
	Describe the main features of English history since 1066
Recall Test

	Summer 1
	Describe the changes to England’s religion 1500-1660
Recall Test
	How far do you agree that the shooting of FF was the main reason for the outbreak of WW1?
Extended Writing
Literacy Marking
	To what extent was the Cold War an expensive failure?
Extended Writing
Literacy Marking

	Summer 2
	How powerful was Cromwell?
Source based Exam
	How bad was trench warfare?
Source based Exam
	




KS3 History Assessment Grid
	
	Use of supporting evidence
	Explanation
	Source interpretation
	Utility
	Comparison

	
	Describe…
Which was more important …
How successful…
To what extent…
How far do you agree…
	Explain why/ how…
	How would people have reacted to this source?
Why was this source published?
	How useful…
	Compare...

	8
Convincingly critically evaluate
	· Back up point with detailed, accurate and precise evidence
· Supports a sustained and fully-focused argument to give a balanced, substantiated and convincing evaluation for judgement
	Analyses 3-4 specific reasons/ examples showing excellent understanding of the connections and links between issues

	Specific understanding of the source in its historical context to make a substantiated and convincing judgement
	Specific understanding of the source in its historical context to make a substantiated and convincing judgement
	Specific comparison of the sources in their historical context to make a substantiated and convincing judgement

	7
Critically evaluate
	· Back up point with detailed and accurate evidence
· Put specific description into context
· Supports a well-focused argument, in context, to give a balanced evaluation for judgement
	Starts to analyse 3-4 specific reasons/ examples showing good understanding of the connections and links between issues

	Specific understanding of the source in its historical context
	· Is able to use complex inferences and contextual knowledge to reach a judgement on the source
· Critically evaluates the usefulness/ limitations of the source using the content/ provenance
	· Developed comparison of the sources identifying similarities and differences in historical context

	6
Evaluate
	· Back up point with detailed, appropriate and relevant evidence
· Start to put specific description into context
· Supports an argument, in context, to explain specific reasons for judgement 
	Explains 3-4 specific reasons/ examples in detail
	Specific understanding of the source and start to put into historical context
	· Makes more complex inferences about the source and starts to put into historical context
· Evaluates the usefulness/ limitations of the source using the content/ provenance
	· Compares the sources identifying similarities and differences and starts to put into historical context

	5
Begin to evaluate
	· Back up point with appropriate evidence
· Give a specific description
· Starts to explain specific reasons for judgement
	Explains 1-2 specific reasons/ examples in detail or 3-4 specific reasons/ examples more generally
	Some specific understanding of the source
	· Starts to make valid inferences about the source
· Begins to evaluate the usefulness/ limitations of the source using the content/ provenance
	· Starts to compare the sources identifying some similarities and/ or differences

	4
General understanding
	· Make general but valid points
· Give a general but valid description
· General but valid assertions
	General explanation
	Description or surface understanding of the source
	Answers based on description or surface understanding of the source
	· General comparison


Literacy Levels
	Poor
	Developing
	Reasonable
	Good 
	Excellent

	Limited in development and skills of written communication weak
	Coherent but weakly expressed and/ or poorly structured
	Clearly expressed and some organisation in the presentation of material
	Well-written and organised
	Carefully organised and fluently written using appropriate vocabulary





Extended Writing and Literacy Assessment: Explain why William I won the Battle of Hastings

Formative Assessment 1
Students prepare 2 paragraphs and conclusion 
Feed forward exercise by teacher/ students 
Formative Assessment 2
Students submit 4 paragraphs and conclusion
Teacher assesses work and sets targets

	
	Explanation
	Formative Assessment 1
Targets for improvement
	Student response
	Formative Assessment 2
Teacher targets

	8
Convincingly critically evaluate
	Analyses 3-4 specific reasons/ examples showing excellent understanding of the connections and links between issues
	
	
	

	7
Critically evaluate
	Starts to analyse 3-4 specific reasons/ examples showing good understanding of the connections and links between issues
	
	
	

	6
Evaluate
	Explains 3-4 specific reasons/ examples in detail
	
	
	

	5
Begin to evaluate
	Explains 1-2 specific reasons/ examples in detail or 3-4 specific reasons/ examples more generally
	
	
	

	4
General understanding
	General explanation
	
	
	



Explain why there was a Civil War in 1642

Formative Assessment 2
Feed forward exercise – student revisits formative assessment 2 targets
Summative Assessment 3
Students submit 4 paragraphs and conclusion
Teacher assesses work
Student response

	
	Explanation
	Formative Assessment 2
Teacher targets & student response
	Summative Assessment 2
Teacher targets
	Student Response

	8
Convincingly critically evaluate
	Analyses 3-4 specific reasons/ examples showing excellent understanding of the connections and links between issues
	
	
	

	7
Critically evaluate
	Starts to analyse 3-4 specific reasons/ examples showing good understanding of the connections and links between issues
	
	
	

	6
Evaluate
	Explains 3-4 specific reasons/ examples in detail
	
	
	

	5
Begin to evaluate
	Explains 1-2 specific reasons/ examples in detail or 3-4 specific reasons/ examples more generally
	
	
	

	4
General understanding
	General explanation
	
	
	






Memory Assessment: Recall Test

Create a mind map describing:
· Features of Medieval England
· Changes to English religion 1500-1660
· Changes to society 1745-1901
· Features of the British Empire
· Features of capitalism, communism and fascism

	
	Use of supporting evidence

	8
Convincingly critically evaluate
	Detailed, accurate and precise evidence including extensive and accurate facts and figures


	7
Critically evaluate
	Detailed and accurate evidence including accurate facts and figures


	6
Evaluate
	Detailed, appropriate and relevant evidence including facts and figures
 

	5
Begin to evaluate
	Appropriate evidence


	4
General understanding
	General but valid evidence




Formative Assessment
Opportunity for students to improve their level through creating a mind map and then testing their recall against this


Source-based Assessment 

1. Why was this source published?
2. How useful is this source?
3. What are the similarities and differences between Source A and Source B?
4. How would people have reacted to this source?
